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issuance of an injunction requiring deletion 
of the authors’ articles. I share the concern 
that such an injunction would have an ad-
verse impact on scholarship and research. 
However, the Supreme Court, in Campbell 
versus Acuff-Rose Music, Inc., and other 
courts have recognized in the past that 
sometimes a remedy other than injunctive 
relief is preferable in copyright cases to pro-
tect the public interest. Recognizing au-
thors’ rights would not require the district 
court to issue an injunction when the case is 
remanded to determine a remedy, and I 
would hope that the Supreme Court will 
state that the remedy should be limited to a 
monetary award that would compensate the 
authors for the publishers’ past and con-
tinuing unauthorized uses of their works. Ul-
timately, the Tasini case should be about 
how the authors should be compensated for 
the publishers’ unauthorized use of their 
works, and not about whether the publishers 
must withdraw those works from their data-
bases. 

Sincerely, 
MARYBETH PETERS, 

Register of Copyrights. 
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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
that my colleagues join me in extending deep 
gratitude to The Reverend Wendy Ward 
Billingslea for her many years of service to St. 
Thomas Episcopal Parish School and Church. 

Mother Wendy has blessed South Florida 
with her tireless devotion as a preacher, pas-
toral counselor, and teacher. At St. Thomas 
Episcopal Parish, where Mother Wendy 
worked as an associate rector for the last five 
years, she demonstrated her strong dedication 
to the children of our community as she in-
stilled within them her passion for academics 
and for traditional family values. Mother 
Wendy continues to be a positive role model 
for all present and former students at St. 
Thomas Episcopal School and she embodies 
community leadership as she ministers to a 
congregation of 1500 members. 

The St. Thomas Episcopal family will suffer 
a great loss with Mother Wendy’s departure, 
but we wish her well on her new calling as the 
spiritual leader at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Mother Wendy and her family, Art, Lauren, 
Kristin and Katie, have all played an important 
role in the life and ministry of St. Thomas. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in extending best wishes to Mother Wendy 
and in thanking her for the many ways in 
which she has touched the lives of South Flo-
ridians. 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 14, 2001 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I want to bring to the 
attention of my colleagues the contributions of 
a great public servant, Roberta Cheff Brooks, 
on the occasion of her retirement from service 
to the House of Representatives and to the 
constituents of the 9th District of California. On 
February 21st, after more than 30 years in the 
United States Congress, Roberta will retire 
from her position as my District Director in our 
Oakland District office. She will be greatly 
missed. 

Roberta, a native of Wilmington, Delaware 
received her Bachelor of Arts from Smith Col-
lege in 1964. She moved to Berkeley, Cali-
fornia in 1967 and became very active in local 
and anti-war politics. 

She began her tenure with the House of 
Representatives in 1971 by working for my 
former boss, colleague and friend Congress-
man Ron Dellums. Roberta served as a liaison 
between the Berkeley Coalition and the Del-
lums for Congress campaign in 1970. Fol-
lowing that successful campaign, she was 
asked to work for the new Congressman Ron 
Dellums in his district office on constituent af-
fairs. 

Roberta was a strong voice in the anti-Viet-
nam War movement. While she worked hard 
to serve as an active voice for constituent’s of 
the 9th District, she remained active in local 
politics through the April Coalition and later 
through Berkeley Citizens’ Action. 

Roberta’s commitment to her community ex-
panded as she became deeply involved with 
local boards and organizations, as well as, ad 
hoc groups that included the following: Oak-
land Perinatal Project (which was the pre-
cursor of the East Bay Perinatal Council) and 
the Coalition to Fight Infant Mortality. With 
these affiliations, she helped organize ad hoc 
hearings on infant mortality, which Congress-
man Dellums chaired as the Chairman of the 
D.C. Committee. 

Roberta was a cofounder of the California 
Health Action Coalition which worked diligently 
on the bill Congressman Dellums introduced 
calling for a National Health Service. She was 
also part of a national coalition for a National 
Health Service and helped organize national 
groups working in several cities in the country 
to garner support for the bill. 

She helped organize hearings on homeless-
ness which Congressman Dellums chaired in 
Oakland. She served on the advisory board of 
Legal Assistance for Seniors for many years. 
She was also on the Board of the Coalition for 
the Medical Rights of Women and the 
Perinatal Health Rights Committee. 

Roberta organized hearings chaired by Con-
gressman LANTOS who came at the request of 
Congressman Dellums to investigate labor and 
safety issues related to the protracted Summit 
Hospital strike. The hearings contributed to a 
resolution of the strike and led to a more re-
sponsive board which included additional com-
munity members. 

Roberta’s commitment to ‘‘free speech’’ and 
community supported radio led her to serve on 

the local advisory board of KPFA radio for a 
number of years and on the national Pacifica 
Board of Directors for nine years. 

When the 1993 Base Realignment and Clo-
sure Commission slated Oak Knoll Naval Hos-
pital, Alameda Naval Station and Naval Re-
work facility, as well as, the Public Works 
Center located at Naval Supply Center, Oak-
land for closure, Roberta joined Sandre Swan-
son in establishing the East Bay Conversion 
and Reinvestment Commission. That Commis-
sion then proceeded to help establish the Ala-
meda and Oakland Reuse authorities—public 
bodies on which Roberta served as an alter-
nate and then later as a principal commis-
sioner. These organizations focused on base 
conversions and provided oversight on reuse 
plans to convert the military bases to peace-
time operations. 

Throughout the base conversion process, 
Roberta’s emphasis remained on the human 
resources component—job creation for work-
ers; working to establish the homeless col-
laborative which worked with both reuse au-
thorities to create a process which HUD has 
described as a model for accommodating the 
homeless in base closure; working hard with 
the community advisory groups; and working 
with public benefit conveyances. Roberta cites 
this as an extremely important part of her work 
especially since it was so creative, estab-
lishing policies and procedures for base clo-
sure. She assisted in developing a way to 
‘‘sell’’ the federal worker to private industry, 
and other important projects. 

Roberta has worked closely with all of the 
community health clinics in the district; Chabot 
Observatory; the Ed Roberts Campus at 
Ashby BART station; HIV/AIDS; Cuba; issues 
related to the elderly; and many others. She 
served on both Congressman Dellums’ and 
Congresswoman BARBARA LEE’S political advi-
sory boards throughout her career. 

Her casework load has focused on Federal 
Workers compensation; Office of Personnel 
Management (which was known as the Civil 
Service Commission), and at other times, So-
cial Security and EEOC. She has served thou-
sands of constituents for Congressman Del-
lums and Congresswoman BARBARA LEE. 

When Congressman Dellums retired in Feb-
ruary of 1998, Roberta continued her Con-
gressional career with me in April of that same 
year. She became my District Director and 
was the first female District Director in the his-
tory of the 9th Congressional District. Every 
member will attest that having a staff member 
with the ability to develop expertise quickly 
and thoroughly on a wide range of issues is 
extremely valuable. With Roberta on my team, 
I knew that I was getting the best political ad-
vice in order to make competent legislative 
and policy decisions. 

Roberta represented me well on many 
issues and continued to handle some case-
work as well as extensive issues related to 
base closures, health, and homelessness. She 
helped coordinate a major Housing Summit 
which was sponsored by the Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation in August 2000 
which was attended by seventeen members of 
Congress and more than five hundred people. 

Roberta is best known for her sound advice. 
Ron Dellums has said, ‘‘the only reason I did 
anything was because Roberta Brooks told me 
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